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The Quality of Health Care: A US-Japanese Comparison of Treatment and
Outcomes for Heart Attack Patients

Objectives:

The main objectives of this project are to create a comparable database to the Cooperative Cardiovascular
Project (CCP), a major policy initiative to improve the quality of care for Medicare beneficiaries with acute
myocardial infarction (AMI) undertaken by the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA currently
called Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services: CMS), and to investigate the variation in the quality of
health care with respect to treatments and outcomes between the United States and Japan, controlling for
chart-based detail clinical information on elderly patients, 65 years old and over, with AMI . In this study,
we will divide medical technology applied for patients with AMI into high-tech and low-tech treatments.
We will define high-tech treatments as those with large fixed or marginal costs when they are applied and
low-tech treatments as those with relatively low fixed and marginal costs , so that in principle they could
be provided by virtually any medical facility. Both technological procedures are used widely enough to
contribute substantially to patient outcomes and hospital expenditure.

goddooooooooobobbboobbodoooooooomd
Study setting and measurements
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