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Life by design

Ingenuity allows objects to be used
by handicapped, able-bodied alike

DEBDIE PARKES water she was drinking from whena
The Gazette

reporter asked her to give a slmple ex-
ample of something that could beneflt

The of “universal design” s
#hot topic at an Internationa) confer- “lf 1had lrlhnllt, lwuld not upen
B d, because of the
@wmsmumk Lmnm.hlnddllplninbﬂltynuddm

ral speaksrs yesterday focused  break the plastic seel on the botile ton.
on what llll becvm mwlnﬁ tn d Moom Intarvkwad hnnly bﬂﬁ)ro

o1

IFA and Universal Design

The ultimate goals of universal design are
encapsulated in the five 'Right' of IFA

O The built environment should maximize
independence.
O It should enable full participation in society.
O It should enhance the provision and process
of cares.
O It should provide a platform for self-fullfilment.
O It should enhance individual dignity.
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Current Obstacles to Progress (Sandhu, J., 1999)

1. Design professionals have vasted interacts to the
exclusion of others which detracts from the synergy.

2. There is strong resistence to innovation by public
bureaucracies.

3. Professionals rarely like to admit ignorance about
multi-disciplinary issues.

4. Public services innovation can be stymied by finamcial
constraints.

5. There is a communication gap between the various
actors - between designers, users, researchers,
developers, administrators, and suppliers.

6. Increasingly, there is an information gap due
to technology.
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