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A Worldwide Survey - 1999

1. The incidence of SB ranged 1.4 - 2.0 in Asia, 3.8 - 6.0 in
Europe and 5 - 10/10,000 births in North America.
The incidence has been decreasing in recent years in all 10
countries. However, the absolute numbers of spina bifida estimated
from the individual country was significantly high in Japan.

2. The prenatal management for SB fetus differed depending upon

the region, i.e. more supports for the intensive aggressive
treatment in Asia than in Europe and North America.

3. The neonatal and total care system for SB was well
developed in Europe and North America, but it was considered
to be one of major future subjects in Japan and Republic Ghina.

4. The present worldwide survey delineated the regional
and racial difference in management of and care for SB specific
to Japan and Republic of China.
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