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Research methods (1)
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Study patient population
n=2,035

Patients in receipt of
=1 inappropriate

Patients in receipt of
no inappropriate
medication medication

=531 (26%) n=1,504 (74%)

| |

Existing patient data  Demographics Demographics
Seltreported health Seltreported health
1P JOP visits IP /OP visits

Physician dataset #MF=3D7 #MD-700

WMean # scripts
med=6

sci
for inapprop.
'
WDs prescribing MDs prescribing
belowmean above mean
n=Z(TS (76%) n:91‘ (24%)

Group 1 (51) Group 2 (57) Group 3 (58)
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Study measures

Characteristic Variable Measurement
Personal Age Age in years
Sex Male or female
Race Caucasoid, African American,
Hispanic, Asian, Other
Nationality US or Non-US
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Characteristic  Variable Measurement
Mediical school attended Ranked in the top 50th place of U.S. News
and World Report, 2001Ecdition Yes/No

Professional

Location of medical school ~ US or Non-US

Fellowships Yes/No

Years in medical practice Number of years

Stated specialty Family mediicine/ General internal
medicine/ subspecialty (listed)/ other
Board certifications Family medicine, internal medicine,
geriatrics, or other

Litigation Settled/ pending/ none
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Measurement

Group or solo

Characteristic Variable

Practice Practice type

Location of office/clinic  Zip code classified according to
population density: 'urban’ was
>3000 people per square mile,
'suburban’ between 1000 and
3000 ppsm, and ‘rural’ <1000
ppsm

‘Academic physician’  Academic physician = those who
has one or more publications in
Medline between 1990-1999.
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Positive results (1)
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Positive results (2)
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Variable No Inappropriate  1-5 Inappropriate 6+ Inappropriate
Medications Medications Medications
(N=51) ) (N=58)
n % n %
Professional

US News Rank of

Medical School
Top 50 US
Other US
Foreign

Any Fellowship

Family Practice BC

Geriatric Board Certified

274 K22
Table 3: Odds ratios and 95% confidence intervals for univariable.

Variable 1-5 Inappropriate 6+ Inappropriate
Medications Medications
Univariable Models OR 95% Cl OR 95% Cl

Physician Age * 1.01 0.97-1.06 0.98 - 1.06

Male Physician Sex 127 0.80-2.02 0.73-179

Family Practice BC 1.39 0.74-261 061-228
1.15 0.76 - 1.74

Malpractice History 092 061-1.38 0.45-1.07

Any Fellowship 1.06 0.70-1.61 0.66-1.53

Academic Practice 0.63 0.41-098 0.30-0.78
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Table 2: Descriptive data, chi-square tests, and ANOVA on all
variables by potentially inappropriate medication group.

Variable No Inappropriate  1-5 Inappropriate 6+ Inappropriate
Medications Medications Medications
(N=51) (N=57) (N=58)
n % n % n %
Personal profile

Male Physician Sex

Physician Race
African American
Asian
Hispanic
White
Other

274 K21

Variable No Inappropriate  1-5 Inappropriate 6+ Inappropriate
Medications Medications Medications
(N=51) (N=57) (N=58)
% n
Clinical practice
Malpractice History 333 11

Office Location
Rural
Suburban
Urban
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Variable 1-5 Inappropriate 6+ Inappropriate
Medications Medications
OR 95% ClI OR 95% CI

Univariable Models
US News Medical
School Rank
Other US
Foreign

Office Location

Rural
Suburban

Number of Publications *

Years in Practice *
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